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TIRUPATI AIRPORT SET FOR PPP LEASE
N E T H A J I  K U M A R A M A G A L A M 
@ Tirupati

TIRUPATI Airport is set to enter a 
new phase with the Centre giving 
in-principle approval to lease the 
airport to a private operator un-
der the public-private partnership 
(PPP) model, with the facility be-
ing bundled with Tiruchirappalli 
International Airport.  The Public 
Private Partnership Appraisal 
Committee (PPPAC), at its recent 
meeting, approved the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry’s proposal to award 
11 Airports Authority of  India 
(AAI)-run air ports in five 
bundles.  

Tirupati and Tiruchirappalli 
airports form one of  the five pro-
posed bundles, with a single pri-
vate concessionaire expected to 
operate, manage and develop both 
airports. The move comes at a 
time when Tirupati Airport is wit-
nessing steady growth in passen-
ger traffic and aircraft move-

ments, driven largely by pilgrims 
visiting Tirumala, tourism and 
business travel.

  During a recent review of  
Tirupati Airport’s development, 
Union Civil Aviation Minister 
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu said 

the airport had successfully 
crossed the milestone of  handling 
more than one million passengers 
in a year.  Tirupati currently has 
regular domestic air connectivity 
to several major cities like Hy-
derabad, Bengaluru, Delhi and 

Mumbai, besides regional desti-
nations including Vijayawada and 
Visakhapatnam.  

The connectivity is set to re-
ceive a further boost, with Air In-
dia Express scheduled to com-
mence services to Tirupati from 
September 1. 

“The government has selected 
the airports through a data-driven 
exercise, considering passenger 
traffic, land availability, commer-
cial potential, financial perform-
ance  and air por t -speci f ic 
strengths. The proposal is now in 
the implementation pipeline with 
AAI,” a senior Tirupati Airport 
official told TNIE.

The decision to club Tirupati 
with Tiruchirappalli is commer-
cially significant. 

The proposed private participa-
tion is expected to bring fresh in-
vestment, improve operational ef-
f i c i e n c y  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n 
commercial development at the 
airport.

The move comes at a time when airport is witnessing steady growth in passenger traffic

AICC likely to back Cong reportAPSDPS drives 
Andhra @2047
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh State Devel-
o p m e n t  P l a n n i n g  S o c i e t y 
(APSDPS) has emerged as a key 
execution engine for the State gov-
ernment’s ambitious Swarna And-
hra @2047 roadmap, translating 
long-term development goals into 
measurable outcomes through 
data-driven planning.

Operating under the Planning 
Department through four key 
wings Capacity Building, Eco-
nomic and Policy Research, Infor-
mation Technology and the State 
Institution for Transformation, 
APSDPS is helping convert policy 
into ground-level action.

The government has set a target 
of  building a $2.4 trillion economy, 
achieving a per capita income of  
`55 lakh by 2047.

I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad

THE AICC has already given a 
preliminary green signal to the 
Telangana Congress disciplinary 
committee’s recommendations 
against Endowments Minister 
Konda Surekha and Planning 
Board Vice-Chairman G Chinna 
Reddy, according to a senior party 
leader, with the matter now await-
ing the high command’s formal 
decision.

The indication that the recom-
mendations have received approv-
al at the AICC level has shifted at-
tention within the party from the 
state disciplinary mechanism to 
when, rather than whether, the 
high command will formally act 
on the report.

A senior leader who had earlier 
served as an AICC secretary said 
such recommendations would 

generally not be made without the 
matter having been discussed at 
the AICC level. He said the report 
had already reached the party 
headquarters and that there was 
a preliminary green signal for the 
action proposed against the two 
leaders.

The final decision, however, 
rests with the high command.

The recommendations, if  ap-
proved, are expected to send a 

message to other dissident leaders 
who have repeatedly made public 
remarks against their own gov-
ernment and Chief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy.

What makes the recommenda-
tions politically interesting is that 
both leaders are considered to 
have close links with the state 
leadership. Chinna Reddy, in par-
ticular, is a long-time associate of  
Chief  Minister A Revanth Reddy. 
The chief  minister has himself  
spoken publicly about having 
worked with Chinna Reddy in Wa-
naparthy since his childhood.

Party leaders say the decision 
could establish that organisation-
al discipline will take precedence 
over personal equations. The mes-
sage, as one senior leader put it, 
would be that the party comes 
first, while friends, associates and 
others come next.

A 26-year-old labourer was killed, and five 
others were injured after an SUV allegedly 
rammed into two two-wheelers at Ghatkesar  
of Telangana. The victim was identified as Arun
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